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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Patton (US 5,351,634) in view of Rose (US 4,583,421). Patton discloses an 
agricultural implement for being pulled by a powered vehicle (seen in Figs. 5-8), 
comprising: 

• a tow bar assembly (seen as rods 90, 92) wherein the implement is pulled by 
said powered vehicle (since the machine 20 is pulled behind the tractor as 
seen in Figs. 5-8); 

• a working assembly (seen as machine 20) having a front gang of coulters 
(seen as forward coulters 24) and a rear gang of coulters (seen as rear set of 
couplers 26), and 

• a pivoting assembly (seen as turnbuckle 96) connecting said tow bar 
assembly and said working assembly, said pivoting assembly being operable 
to transfer weight of said working assembly between said front gang of 
coulters and said rear gang of coulters (see Col 3, lines 49-64). 
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Furthermore. Patton discloses a frame seen in Fig. 2, and the said working assembiy 
inh eren, has weight. When the oyiinder of Patton is extended, moreof the weight of sa,d 
working assembiy is supported by said rear gang of couiters (as shown in Fig. 7), and 
wh en said hydrauiic cylinder is retracted, more of the weight of said working assemb,y,s 
supported by said front gang of cou,ters(as shown in Fig.8). Fatten fai.s to disciose a 
hyd rau,ic cyiinder connected between the tow bar assembiy and the working assembiy, 
since Pattondisclosesatumbucklearrangementonathree point hitch. Rose teaches 
tnatKhas previously been known to substKute a ,ength adjustable hydrauiic cyiinder ,n 
place of the conventional turnbuckle for the upper arm or middle ,eng«h of the three- 
point hitch connection to an implement (Co, 1 , lines 40-49). I. would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
turnbuckle on the three point hitch of Patton with a hydraulic cylinder as taught by Rose, 
since Rose states in column 1, lines 40-49 that it has previously been known to 
substituteaiength adjustable hydraulic cylinder in place o, the conventiona. turnbuckle 
for the upper arm or middle length of the three-point hitch connection to an impiement. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

3 Claims 1 , 4, 5, 6, 9, and 1 0 are allowed. 

4 Claim 8 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base Calm, but would 
be allowable i, rewritten in independent form inciuding a„ of the HmKations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 
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Response to Arguments 

invi ewofthenewgroundsofrejec«o, Theapplicant argues that the —eon 

,n order to set forthabetter grounds of rejection to address this limitation, the 
Examiner is not rejecting claim 7 using Patton in view of the teaching in Rose of It has 

the conventional tumbucKle for the upper arm or middle length of the three-point hitch 
connection to an implement (Col 1, lines 4*49). 

Anyinguiryconc^^ 
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5 7 30pm and alternating Fridays unsuccessful, the examinees 

for this Group is (571) 273-8300. -1 ^ A 
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